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National Church Leaders’ Consultation (NCLC) 

National church leaders and other faith leaders gathering in Johannesburg on 23 and 24 October 2018 at 

OR Tambo, for their annual meeting, reflected on their mission and the state of the nation. 

Reflecting on 25 years Democracy and Political Culture in South Africa: 

Looking back, looking forward. 

• Political accountability and prophetic voice  

• Investment: what kind of investment does SA needs for Social Impact? 

• Social Justice and land reform  

• Ongoing common ecumenical witness – including inter-faith cooperation 

• Elections 2019: fairness, tolerance and preventing conflict  

PRIORITY FOCUS AREAS 

Political accountability and prophetic voice  

National Church Leaders reflected on the current moral, political, economic and social situation in South Africa 

since our democracy in 1994. We acknowledged with appreciation the achievements of our government in 

asserting constitutional democracy, shifting state resources to the poor in the areas of grants, housing, water 

and electricity, working towards a transformed and inclusive society, and the National Development Plan. 

 As we dialogued about the challenges facing our country at this time, we were deeply disturbed by the blatant 

waste of tax-payers money, prevailing corruption, the weakening of public institutions such as the National 

Prosecuting Authority, SARS and the mismanagement of State-Owned Enterprises (Eskom, Transnet, SAA, 

etc.). We are especially alarmed by the increasing evidence of the plundering of public resources as so far 

revealed in the commissions and reports addressing State Capture, the VBS heist, SARS and the Public 

Investment Corporation; to name a few.  The recent demonstrations in Westbury and the continued widespread 

protests and violence all over SA related to service delivery at local municipal structures attest to the fact that 

the numbers of unhappy people are seriously escalating.  

We recognize the growing pain in the feeling of exclusion and marginalisation of the Coloured Community; 

and the emerging political attack on the Indian population which undermines the quest for nation building. 

In light of the scenario described above and the awareness that we are moving into a general election year in 

2019, Church Leaders reflected on their role as churches and faith communities in South Africa. Mindful of 

our own failures, disunity, struggles and brokenness we are yet awakened to the fact that we are called to be 

agents of hope, healing, peace, unity and reconciliation. Refusing to be captured by State propositions, 

ideologies and party-political interests, we seek to reclaim the message and role of the Church as we exemplify 

the life and teachings of our Lord, Jesus Christ, live the Gospel imperatives, proclaim good news to all and 

advance the ideals of the Kingdom of God.  

In seeking to do this we commit ourselves to:  

- Speak truth to the church and to power,  

- Reclaim the prophetic voice of the Church; 

- Work against racism and xenophobia in our public discourse 

- Act against violence and the exploitation of women in church and society.  

- Uphold morals, values. and serve the common good of society; 
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- Contribute towards the development of “responsible and accountable leadership” in all spheres of life, 

including church, politics, business and labour;  

- Work towards the unity, reconciliation and peace of the “rainbow nation” as expressed in the vision 

of Nelson Mandela ; 

- Restore partnerships that are effective in addressing the needs of the poor and creating opportunities 

for the youth, women and children;  

- Engage “courageous conversations” to address difficult issues such as land expropriation, racism, 

service delivery, etc.; and 

- Provide leadership and guidance to our political leaders and nation in the lead up to the elections; 

participate in processes to ensure a free, fair and violence-free election, and to monitor the 

development and implementation of election promises after the election. 

Investment: what kind of investment does SA needs for Social Impact? 

1. Unpacking the theme “Investment for Social Impact” we recognize that social impact also includes 

the development of social capital and human development and therefore goes wider that social 

development.  

2. We focussed mainly on education and skills development. We realize that churches have a lot of 

expertise and skills in various areas to help us address issues in our country. For example this potential 

can be unlocked in terms of Early Childhood Development, support programmes for educators and 

learners, adult education, literacy and skills development (e.g. mentoring, role models and 

training).  Churches also have buildings that can be used.  

3. We firmly believe that churches can play a significant role in the development of human and social 

capital (which may include facilitator, networker, catalyst, leader); and by so doing contribute to social 

impact.  

Social Justice: the land issue 

Church Leaders acknowledge that the land issue is a very serious and urgent matter in our country right now 

and have therefore appointed a Task Team on Land and Justice to do the following: 

1. Research and understand the broad and deeper issues related the land struggle in SA; 

2. Reflect theologically and biblically on the subject of land and justice; 

3. Understand our own history and practices on church land; 

4. Offer practical solutions and a model for land re-distribution; 

We are committed to playing a vital role as churches in addressing the issue of land reform and redistribution. 

Ongoing common ecumenical witness – building inter-faith cooperation 

Church leaders acknowledge the absolute importance of ecumenical engagement and witness, and the need 

for interfaith cooperation in addressing the challenges in South Africa. We therefore commit ourselves afresh 

to work with all faith traditions and communities and to that end we will seek to re-constitute the National 

Religious Leaders’ Forum. 

Elections 2019: fairness, tolerance and preventing conflict  

Church leaders are concerned that the 2019 general elections may raise conflict, generate violence and create 

a sense of volatility in our country. Call for churches to prayerfully and actively participate with initiatives to 

ensure a free and fair election. We support the following initiatives: 
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1. The work of the SACC, ECOC (Western Cape), KZN Ecumenical Democracy and Election Forum 

and other faith based regional and provincial structures. 

2. Attempts to mobilize our respective congregations for responsible citizenship and moral conviction in 

exercising their democratic duty. 

3. We request church leaders to make a public call on the elections 2019 – “I pray and I vote”. 

4. We support events to soak the electoral season in prayer. 

Conclusion: 

Church leaders are mindful that the matters raised above are not only relevant to South Africa, but to the 

broader SADC region and even globally. We call on all church leaders to exercise their pastoral and prophetic 

ministry in addressing the challenges we identify and encounter. We call on all Christians to act responsibly 

by setting examples that bring honour and glory to God, and to constantly remember to pray and act for the 

South Africa we long to see. 

Participating Church Leaders  

1. Archbishop Dr. Thabo Makgoba, (Chair) – Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

2. Archbishop Dr. Zandisile Magxwalisa – Jerusalem Church in South Africa 

3. Archbishop Stephen Brislin – Roman Catholic Church 

4. Bishop Ziphozihle Siwa – Methodist Church of Southern Africa (SACC President) 

5. Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana – General Secretary, South African Council of Churches 

6. Bishop Nkosekhaya Dikana – Word of Life 

7. Bishop Gilbert Filter - Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa 

8. Bishop Melumzi Norushu – Ebenezer Christian Church 

9. Prof. Jerry Pillay – Uniting Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa 

10. Dr. Sipho Mahokoto – Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa / NRASD associate 

11. Dr. Gustav Claassen – Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 

12. Dr. Emmanuel Tshilenga – International Church of Pretoria 

13. Dr. William Van Der Merwe – Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 

14. Dr. Abraham Hanekom – Commission For Witness 

15. Dr. Renier Koegelenberg – NRASD 

16. Fr. Richard Menatsi – NRASD / Roman Catholic Church  

17. Ms. Maredi Mogano – SACBC Aids Office 

18. Charmaine Morgan – Methodist Church 

19. Rev. Miranda Magxwalisa - Jerusalem Church in South Africa 

20. Rev. Canon Desmond Lambrechts – Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

21. Rev. Lungile Mpetsheni – Uniting Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa 

22. Ms. Shirley Moulder – Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

23. Sheikh Achmat Sedick – Muslim Judicial Council 

24. Ms. Nancy Msibi – Konrad Adenauer Foundation 


